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"Notes from the Head's Desk" is a convenient, informal information bulletin to keep people in the School of Chemistry informed 
of what's happening on a regular basis. For any information to be included in "Notes from the Head", please ensure it is received 
by Glenda Oliver (glenda.oliver@monash.edu) by the last Friday of each month. 



1. Chemistry People in the News 
Congratulations to: 

• Hayley Scott, who has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for her thesis, 
Spin crossover in iron (II) and cobalt (II) complexes including multifunctional materials. 

• Zuzanna Kosowska, who has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for her 

thesis, Surface coatings and metathesis: new opportunities. 

• Solmaz Tubafard, who has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for her 

thesis, Development of bis(tridentate) ruthenium(II) complexes for various applications. 

• Yassir Arafat, who has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for his thesis, 
Seasonal variation in the emission of greenhouse gases and biogeochemical cycling of 
nutrients in a farm dam of south-eastern Australia. 

• Mr Lucas Lin, who has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for his thesis, 
Studies with terpyridine-based affinity ligands. 

• Professor Leone Spiccia who has been awarded a prestigious Helmholtz International 
Fellowship. The fellowship comes with 20,000 Euros prize money and an opportunity to 
work in Berlin and Dresden in 2015. This is fantastic recognition for his research and 
aids in our international reputation as a School of high quality staff. 

• Emeritus Professor Alan Bond who has been selected as the winner of the 
Electrochimica Acta Gold Medal, the most prestigious award of the ISE, in recognition of 
his outstanding and diverse contributions to electrochemical science. 

• A/Prof Bayden Wood, who is in the news again having had a live interview in the BBC 
studios at Bristol for ABC 24 on his latest paper which uses an anti-tank javelin missile 
detector to diagnose malaria. The paper has made the front cover of the Analyst and also 
appears in the Monash news: 

http://www.monash.edu.au/news/show/anti4ank-missile-detector-joins4he-figh 



• Prof Stuart Batten, who has achieved recognition in the high citations list and also since 
April has been President at Society of Crystallographers in Australia and New Zealand 
(SCANZ). 

• Emeritus Professor Glen Deacon who has been awarded a certificate of excellence in 
refereeing by Elsevier. These certificates are only awarded once a year to a small hand- 
picked selection of reviewers in recognition of their hard work and contribution to the 
publication of scientific and medical research. 

• Prof Milton Hearn, who has been announced as the winner of the 2014 American 
Chemical Society Award in Chromatography. Milton will receive his award at a named 
symposia to be held in Denver next March. 

• Dr David Lupton, who has been awarded a Humboldt Research Fellowship for 
Experienced Researchers to undertake collaborative work in Germany in 2015. He 
becomes part of the AvH family through this senior award. 

• Emeritus Professor Alan Bond, who will be the 2014 Hans C Freeman Lecturer at the 
University of Sydney. 

• Dr Greg Knowles, who has been awarded a Victoria Fellowship to take his C02 
sequestration and capture technology to the next level by allowing him to undertake 
research and explore collaborative opportunities in Scotland and France. 

• Dr Perran Cook who has led a team of academics, state and local government 
authorities and departments, and Melbourne Water to secure just over $736,000 of federal 
funding under the ARC Linkage scheme. This represents a sizeable chunk of the $6 
million awarded to Monash, and is just reward for his excellent environmental work in 
the Gippsland lakes and estuaries. Further funding is supplied to the project through its 
partners under this Scheme making total investment around $1M. This research will lead 
to an understanding of the links between water flows, algal blooms and black bream 
populations. This will lead to greater confidence in catchment management for all to 
enjoy for many years to come. 

• Prof Tina Overton, Dr Chris Thompson and Dr Gerry Rayner who have been 
awarded $310,000 by the Science Education Research Fund for their application entitled, 
"GEMS: Graduate Employability for Monash Science" 

• Dr Chenghua Sun and his wife, whose first child, a son, Jacobi, was born on 22 June 
2014. Jacobi weighed in at 3.49 Kg and was 51 cm long. 




Welcome to the School: 

Dr Indrek Pernik, Research Fellow with Prof Cameron Jones 

Dr Andrew Pearson, Research Fellow with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Dr Tristan Simons, Research Fellow with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Dr Melissa Werrett, Research Fellow with Prof Phil Andrews 

Dr David Perez Guaita, Research Fellow with A/Prof Bayden Wood 

Mrs Priydarshani Shinde, PhD student with A/Prof Andrea Robinson 

Mr Jinhuo Dai, PhD student with Dr Kei Saito & A/Prof Tony Patti 

Miss Yichun Yin, PhD student with Dr Chenghua Sun & Prof Leone Spiccia 

Mr Trung Tran, PhD student with Prof Milton Hearn & Drs Reinhard Boysen & Kei Saito 

Mrs Khansa Al-Jorani, PhD student with A/Prof Bayden Wood & Emeritus Prof Glen Deacon 

Mr Yanallah Alqarni, PhD student with Dr Kei Saito & Dr Toby Bell 

Mr Zubair Buch, PhD student with Dr Alison Funston & Dr Rico Tabor 

Miss Caitlyn McNaughton, PhD student with Dr Perran Cook 

Dr Naga Ramakrishnan, Visitor with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Miss Martina Bluhm, Visitor with A/Prof Lisa Martin 

Mr Yordkhuan Tachapermpon, Visitor with Prof Steven Langford 

Ms Julia Michalska, Visitor with Prof Milton Hearn 

Mr Zhi Hong Tay, Visitor with Prof Phil Marriott 

Dr Usman Ali Rana, Visitor with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Mr Due Manh Tran, Visitor with A/Prof Lisa Martin 

Ms Ke Xin Tan, Visitor with Prof Steven Langford 

Dr Hisashi Kokubo, Visitor with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Dr Hisashi Kokubo, Visitor with Prof Doug MacFarlane 

Ms Elina Fuks, Visitor with Prof Leone Spiccia 

Ms Marcella Casagrande, Visitor with Prof Phil Marriott 

Ms Sabrina Kroger, Visitor with Prof Phil Marriott 

Ms Carmen RUhl, Visitor with Prof Leone Spiccia 

Ms Lydia Wrobel, Visitor with Prof Phil Andrews 

Mr Marius Hirschfeld, Visitor with Prof Phil Andrews 

Mr Ewart Middleton, Visitor with Prof Cameron Jones 

Mr Dieter Faltermeier, Visitor with Prof Leone Spiccia 

Mr Patrick Ahlers, Visitor with Dr Brendan Wilkinson 

Prof Dirk Kurth, Visitor with Prof Stuart Batten 

Mr Ze Jian (Alan) Lin, Visitor with Prof Steven Langford 

Miss Samantha Chua Jin Lin, Visitor with Dr Brendan Wilkinson 

Mr Terrance Jun Jian Ho, Visitor with Dr Rico Tabor 

Dr Jie Liu, Visitor with Prof Steven Langford 

A/Prof Hancheng Zhou, Visitor with Prof Doug MacFarlane 



Staff profile - Dr Jie Zhang 



Dr Jie Zhang is currently a senior lecturer at the School of Chemistry, Monash University and a 
chief investigator at the Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for Electromaterials 
Science. His current research mainly focuses on the electrochemical activation of small 




molecules in the context of biosensing and energy applications. Dr Zhang 
obtained his PhD degree in electrochemistry in 2002 at the University of 
Warwick, UK. He has published 5 book chapters, 5 international patents 
and more than 110 refereed journal articles. His work has received more 
than 1600 citations with an H index of 26. Dr Zhang has been awarded 
two medals from both the Electrochemistry Division and the Analytical 
and Environmental Chemistry Division of the Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute for his contribution to electrochemistry and analytical chemistry. 
Dr Zhang is also a recipient of the Monash Research Accelerator award 
(2013-2014). 



2. Events and Outcomes 

• Open Day. I would like to thank all the School volunteers who have willingly given up a 
fantastic Sunday to highlight the School of Chemistry and our activities in such an amazing 
way. Special thanks goes to Monika, Anna and Maria as the drivers of our program along 
with Rebecca Adam and her team at the Faculty level. I'd also like to highlight the efforts of 
Chris T, Phil M, Kellie T, Chenghua S and Tony P as great ambassadors for 
Chemistry® Monash in S4. Thanks also to David T and Andy O and their team of registers 
at the tour booth for ensuring the tours went well. Added into that is a big thanks to Phil M 
and his group for opening up their lab to discuss the complexities of coffee and wine with 
the general public. A final thanks to our army of staff who have been available throughout 
the day to give advice on how to do chemistry at Monash, and what to do with it. It's great 
to see the general interest in chemistry, not only by those thinking of coming to Uni, but by 
the 10-13 year olds who have made a day of it with their families. 

• Opening of new postgraduate student lounge. Below is photo of the latest addition to the 
School of Chemistry courtesy of the Student Services Amenity Fees program. Thanks to 
Adrian Emerson and his CHAMPs team for helping layout the room. CHAMPs will be 
holding an opening soon. Watch out for an invitation. 



• What's happening in chemistry? 



The School of Chemistry has partnered with 
BASF, the world's leading chemical company, to 
bring BASF Kids' Lab to Melbourne. The 
program encourages children aged 6 to 12 to 
experience the dynamic and fascinating world of 
chemistry through engaging experiments coupled 
with interactive Q&A and demonstrations. 

BASF Kids' Lab was developed to help children 
explore and understand the important role 
chemistry plays in their everyday life through fun, 
safe and hands-on experiments. 

The program was established at BASF's global 
headquarters in Germany in 1997 and is currently 
available in 35 countries worldwide. 

For more information about BASF Kids' Lab, please visit Facebook: 
http ://w ww .facebook.com/B ASF. KidsLab APAC 



Partnership with Thermo Fischer 

Over the past four months the School has been working with Thermo Fisher to bring some of 
their state-of-the-art equipment to our School to increase our capability and provide support to 
our research efforts. In a first for ThermoFisher in Australia, we have entered into a partnership 
to bring a $0.6M+ LCMS SEED system (Q-Exactive Plus) from Germany to the School for an 
initial term of 6 months for evaluation. In my mind, this is a significant outcome for both 
Thermo and the School. The new LCMS will be housed near our chromatography suite on the 
second floor of B23S (Rm 254). This instrument will allow us to perform more experiments 
than we currently can in mass spectrometry, with the power of the instrument enhanced by a 
suite of data management systems we will also trial. Phil Holt and a number of researchers 
within the School will be trained to use the instrument and to push it in terms of capability. 

Another important part of the partnership is to allow staff and students access to the Thermo 
Fisher Laboratories in Scoresby. This lab contains a suit of the latest instruments Thermo use to 
promote their company. So the chances are if we cannot do the experiment you want here, 
Thermo can assist in their labs. There is a little more to do formality wise, including installation 
in September, but this represents a major injection of technology into our School that will aid us 
in our quest for higher quality research and publications. 

AWRU Rankings Released 

Monash has once again improved its place in the AWRU rankings for Chemistry, smashing 
through the top 50 barrier for the second time in 5 years. Our ranking of 45th in the world for 
the 2014 rankings is our best ever result. The AWRU rankings, formally known as the Shanghai 
Jao-Tong rankings, is one to of the premier University ranking systems in the world. It ranks 
universities across four criteria including Alumni (Nobel Prize winners), publications and 
citations. A special recognition this year for Prof Stuart Batten who was given 'HiCite' status 




earlier this year - a factor that would have contributed to our improving result. We have another 
2-3 professors close to this status, so further improvements are possible in future years. 

2013 Publication Count 

The results of publication counts across the University are in and the School of Chemistry 
continues to shine across the University. The HERDC count calculates publications based on a 
weighted factor - which takes into account co-authorship and represents only that fraction 
attributable to Monash. Our final HERDC result for 2013 was 153.805, compared to 135.482 in 
2012. All things being equal, this represents a 13% increase in publications for the School in a 
single year! Congratulations to all our staff and research students. 

How does this stand across the University? Well, within the Faculty, our count represents the 
sum total of that of Physics, Biological Sciences and Geosciences. 

University-wide, and as a School, we published more weighted papers than the Faculties of: 

(a) Art, Design and Architecture 

(b) Information Technology 

(c) Law 

(d) Pharmacy and Pharm Sci 

(e) The Gippsland Campus 

(f) Sth African Campus 

And over half as many as the Faculty of Business and Economics. 

In terms of Schools and Departments across the University, we were pipped by Dept. Civil 
Engineering (170.8), School of Biomed Sci (292.7), and the School of Public Health and Prev. 
Medicine (270.9). The latter two being far larger, multicampus Schools. 



3. Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
Annual CHAMPS Trivia Night 

The annual CHAMPS trivia night will be held on Thursday 2 October at the Nott starting at 7 30 
pm. 

To enter your trivia team please provide a list of people on your table and money to either Alison 
Chong (Rm 131), Adrian Emerson (Rm G18) or Ellen Gleeson (Rm 1 17, Bid 19). Trivia tickets 
are $5 per person, with a maximum of 10 people per table. 

School Seminars 

• Monday 22 September, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Prof Curt Wentrup, 

University of Queensland - Reactive Intermediates and Unusual Molecules: Photo- and 
Thermo-chemistryofTetrazoles, Syndones, and Related Compounds. 



• Monday 29 September, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Prof Rod Bates, NTU, 
Singapore - title to be advised. 

• Monday 13 October, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Dr Chris Thompson, 

Monash University - title to be advised. 

• Monday 20 October, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Prof Dirk Kurth, University 
of Wurzburg, Germany - title to be advised. 

• Monday 27 October, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Prof Andrew Bocarsly, 
Princeton University, USA - title to be advised. 

• Monday 17 November, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Dr Jack Clegg, University 
of Queensland - title to be advised. 

• Monday 24 November, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Dr Liz New, University of 
Sydney - title to be advised. 

• Monday 15 December, 12:00 pm Bruce West Seminar Room, Dr Pol Besenius, 

University of Munster, Germany - title to be advised. 



Monash Chemical Society 

• Memorial Lecture for Dr Peter Godfrey: Wednesday 24 September, 4:00 pm Lecture 
Theatre S3, Building 25, Prof Timothy Schmidt, University of New South Wales - 

Spectroscopic Mysteries from Outer Space. 



Green Chemical Futures 



Updated photos showing a small section of the first year laboratories and the rear grill of GCF at 
sunset. 

A reminder, tours run every building RDO. Please click on the link, below, to register for your 
preferred date. Please note that tours are strictly limited to 10 people and the footwear 
requirements for tour participants. 

http s : //my .monash . edu . au/ne w s -and- 

events/bookings/schchem/search/?category_id=5002&campus_id=- 
l&keywords=&type=upcoming&sort=date&action_search=Search 



Quote of the month: 



Education in science is valuable beyond the labs and fields of research 

Ian Chubb, 2014 
Chief Scientist 



